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TAGS: SNAR BF 

SUBJ: CUSTOMS TRAINING PROPOSAL 
REF: STATE 89064 

DEPARTMENT PASS FRANKLIN KEENAN, INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS 
DIVISION, U.S. CUSTOMS 

1. EMBASSY FINALLY SUCCEEDED IN CONTACTING GCOB CUSTOMS 
COMPTROLLER HEPBURN, WHO APOLOGIZED FOR DELAY IN RESPONDING 
TO PROPOSAL. HEPBURN SAID THAT PROPOSAL IS ACCEPTABLE TO 
GCOB IN PRINCIPLE. HEPBURN SAID, HOWEVER, THAT HIS MINISTER 
WISHES STATEMENT IN WRITING FROM US CUSTOMS CONCERNING WHO 
WILL BEAR COSTS OF TRAINING. EMBASSY SUGGESTS KEENAN WRITE 
TO HEPBURN ON COSTS MATTER AND SEND LETTER TO EMBASSY FOR 
TRANSMISSION TO HEPBURN. 

2. ON DATES, HEPBURN SAID THAT EARLY AUGUST SEEMS PREFER- 
ABLE. NEW BAHAMIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF SCHEDULE GOES INTO EFFECT 
JULY 1 AND HEPBURN INDICATED MOST CUSTOMS OFFICERS WILL BE 
TOO BUSY TO UNDERTAKE MEANINGFUL TRAINING DURING MOST OF 
JULY. 
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